Physician Leadership on National Drug Policy: advocacy for an effective drug policy.
The founders of the PLNDP envisioned an active and committed group willing to tackle the potentially controversial area of national drug policy. The group already initiated a serious national debate about drug policy, inside and outside of the medical profession. Several national professional societies moved beyond their existing policies to embrace components of the PLNDP initiative. The group meets again in the summer of 1999 to share goals and articulate the next steps in research and advocacy. This meeting invites leaders in law, the enforcement community, legislators, community coalition leaders, and experts in addiction medicine and addiction psychiatry. PLNDP leaders expect that the subsequent coalitions will affect the course of discussion about the nation's drug policy far into the future.